
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                               JANUARY 8, 2017 
  
BAPTISM  OF  THE  LORD 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 68 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, my mind is restless, and I am unsettled.  When 
times like this come to me I tend to wonder what is wrong with 
me.  I look around to find some reason I am restless, but any 
reason I find turns out to not bring me any lasting relief.  As I 
reflect on this, the thought comes to me that I am restless 
because something which is distressing to me is knocking on 
the door of my awareness, and that is why I am unsettled.  
Something from my unconscious is being pushed into my 
consciousness, and the consequence is that my mind is 
restless.  I believe this is a time for me to wait, and watch, and 
listen, attributes at which I do not excel.  In addition, I believe 
this is a time for me to trust that you know what you are doing. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 3:13-17 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – Insert [I Sought the Lord] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – Insert [Let My Life Be Hid in Thee] 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:30  Session and Deacons 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for January 15, 2017 
Isaiah 49:1-7, Psalm 40:1-11; 1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42. 

 
F.Y.I. 
 We received $701 for the Christmas Joy Offering.  Thank You. 
 Next Sunday we will share lunch.  Bring some food to share 
and plan to stay. 
 Offering Envelops are on the table in the coffee room. 
 The Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation of 
Faith Presbyterian Church will be held on January 29, 2017, in the 
sanctuary, as soon as feasible following worship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode: [H] 707-585-8350. 
Pastor: Jim Robie: [C] 707-291-8489; jimrobie2@gmail.com 

EPIPHANY 
 

…a sudden, intuitive perception of or 
insight into the reality of or essential 

meaning of something. 
 

…an intuitive grasp of reality through 
something usually simple and striking. 

 
…an illuminating discovery, realization 

or disclosure. 
 

…a moment when you suddenly feel 
that you understand or suddenly 

become conscious of something that is 
very important to you. 

 
…a sudden and striking realization. 
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Baptism of the Lord (Matthew 3:13-17) 
 The text for today is another statement of the doctrine of the 
Incarnation. The Nativity stories in Matthew and Luke, and also the 
philosophical prologue of John, are the others. This doctrine of the 
Incarnation states that God chooses to be “invested with bodily nature 
and form,” “to be embodied in human form.” God takes on “flesh.” The 
Greek word translated into English as “flesh” literally means “meat, 
stripped of skin.” However, the Greek word is also a figure of speech, as 
it is in English, and refers to “human nature, including its frailties and 
passions.” The statement being made is that God chooses to get inside 
human nature, especially including its frailties and passions, and to be 
immersed in our world and to know it from the inside, as we do. 

The symbolism in today’s text is that Jesus is baptized by John the 
Baptist in the river Jordan. The word “baptism” means “to make 
whelmed,” whelmed meaning “to cover with water, submerge,” and 
“submerge” meaning “to place under or go under water.” “Jordan” is a 
name meaning “a descender,” from a root “to descend; literally to go 
downwards to a lower region.” Using concepts from our thought-world, 
we can think of water as the symbol for the unconscious, and if we 
internalize this we might say—Jesus chose to descend into the 
unconscious that was his, to be submerged in the internal world he 
shared with John and others who lived at that time, immersed in what 
that world assumed, understood, expected and required; he became 
subject to the world in which they all lived, and experienced what it was 
like to live in it. 
 It is this being immersed in the human condition that elicits the term 
“Son” in reference to Jesus in the words attributed to God: “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” or “This is my Son, the 
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” The word translated as “son” 
means son, and is used very widely to indicate kinship, not necessarily a 
biological relationship. Jesus is baptized by John; that is, Jesus accepts 
that this immersion is the right and necessary thing to do, and so he 
agrees to be immersed in the internal world he and John share. He 
understands that this immersion is what God wants. It is Jesus’ agreeing 
to this that makes him God’s son/kin. The text indicates that Jesus gave 
his consent for this immersion. The Greek word translated as 
“consented” is a word meaning “to send forth.” I think the reference here 
is that in order for this immersion to take place it was necessary for Jesus 
to let go of the very human tendency to disconnect from his own human 
situation, to rise above it in the sense of leave it behind by surpassing 
what his life contains in quality or achievement. The affirmation is given 

for the action of remaining connected to his own human situation. The 
affirmation says that this immersion into the frailties and passions of his 
own human condition, and not being removed from it, is what God is 
pleased with/by. Being God’s son or kin has to do with Jesus’ being 
inclined toward this immersion. 
 I raise the issue of how it was possible for this choice to be made. That 
is, our human mind is not inclined to this immersion, because it is inclined 
to notice and attend only to what we are supposed to be and not what we 
are. In the text it says: “the heavens [opened] and the spirit of God 
descend[ed] on him [Jesus].” The word “spirit” actually means “a current 
of air, i.e. breath.” It is a figure of speech for the vital principle in each 
living thing, or mental disposition in each person. The reference here is to 
God’s vital principle or mental disposition. I suggest this “spirit” came to 
Jesus as two insights: 1) that his life was not to be about the normal 
striving that characterizes human life, but that his life was to be about this 
immersion into what his life actually was—understanding that life, 
comprehending it and appreciating it; and 2) that he would not be judged 
for who he discovered he was in this immersion. These two insights would 
have made this immersion possible and feasible, in that they would have 
relieved Jesus of the urgency to become someone better than he was by 
mitigating any fear he had about discovering who is actually was. These 
two insights would have been offered to him, and they would account for 
why he was able to choose to be baptized; apart from these two insights, 
it would not have been possible to make the choice. His choice was 
validated by the “epiphany” that came to him as he came up out of the 
water. 

On Christmas day, we talked about what came to Jesus, describing it 
as “the Mind of God as that mind incarnates in human life.” This Mind 
differs from our human mind in that its primary activity is not moralizing. 
That is, this Mind is not fixated on assessing and evaluating things in terms 
of their being right or wrong, correct or incorrect, good or bad, better or 
worse; instead this Mind appreciates, welcomes, explores and seeks to 
understand and comprehend whatever it encounters. Apart from 
interaction with this Mind, our normal human mind would be 
overwhelmed by this immersion into our interior and could not make this 
choice; that is, our normal human mind urgently needs the agreement 
that comes to it when we become what we should be, and in pursuit of 
that agreement our mind instinctively attacks anything that reduces the 
chance of receiving that agreement. To become what we should be, our 
mind constantly seeks to improve us, seeking to rise above who we are 



and become better. Any immersion into our interior would get in the way 
of our being improved. 

The purpose of this text is not to tell us what we should do, but to 
remind us of what God is doing. The text informs us regarding how God 
interacts with us.  We, however, rarely read it this way. We read this story 
as indicating that we need to be submerged in our own interior, and that 
we need to not moralize on what is discovered on this journey. If we go 
into the interior intending to not judge what we find, we will discover 
that we will become blind to our being judgmental and will avoid 
anything we tend to judge. I believe God initiates our immersion into or 
own interior in the same way God must have done with Jesus: a) God 
makes us aware of feelings, thoughts and/or perceptions that do not fit 
with who we think we are; b) we find ourselves motivated and disposed 
to attend to these thoughts and feelings and/or perceptions, to explore 
and understand them, to comprehend what they tell us about ourselves; 
c) the assurance comes to us that we will not be judged by God because 
of what we discover on this immersion. When these insights come to us, 
especially that we are not judged for being the person we are, the option 
of being immersed in our own interior life becomes possible for us, and 
the possibility is created for us to act on it. 

The insights, and the immersion, are gifts which God offers to us when 
the time is right, and we are invited to watch for them. To state this a 
little more directly, the initiative always lies with God, who invites us to 
rest in God’s initiating, which will relax our minds and make them more 
receptive. This way of living runs so counter to the normal, moralistic way 
our mind works, that it is difficult for us to take hold of the freedom we 
are offered. God is not checking up on us to make sure we are improving. 
God is not worrying about how we are doing and whether or not we are 
making progress. God is savoring the human life we have, hoping we will 
come along and be immersed. 

 [Jim Robie, 1-5-17, Lectionary Cycle A, Matthew 3:13-17] 


